Morgan County’s 
HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER 
Since 1910 



Volume 98 — No. 32 



Speaking Of and For Morgan, the Bluegrass County of the Mountains 



(USPS 312-040) 

WEST LIBERTY, KENTUCKY 41472, THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2009 




Morgan County Courthouse - Built 1907 




$22.50 Year In County 
$25.00 Year In Kentucky 
$27.00 Year Outside Kentucky 






Deatrah Barnett 
tapped to head 
Morgan schools 



Barnett a product of 
Morgan schools; to 
assume duties July 1 



By Miranda Cantrell 
James 



MCMS regional Science Olympiad winners 

Congratulations to Morgan County Middle School’s Science Olympiad Team — first place win- 
ners in regional competition. They are, kneeling from left, Jerrod Knox, Walker Crase, Courtney 
Knox; standing from left, Marissa Morgan, Chelsea Linkous, Marvin Cain, Chase Turner, Joe 
Holbrook, Garrett Finch, Matthew Wright, Dedre Bonner, Brooke, Standafer, Audreona Noble, 
Tracey Standafer. Coaches Andrea Aragon and Less Howard. They will compete at the State 
Science Olympiad in Bowling Green on April 25. Way to go, team, and good luck in Bowling 
Green! 

Gossett resigns from 
Family Court bench 



KSP investigates 
death of inmate 

State Police are investigating 
the death of an Eastern Kentucky 
Correctional Complex (EKCC) 
inmate. 

Police said they were con- 
tacted by EKCC officer, Lt. 
James Wright, in reference to the 
inmate, Kenneth E. Dearing, 33, 
who died Tuesday, April 7, at 
Morgan County ARH Hospital, 
where he had been brought late 
the previous evening to be treated 
for chest pains. 

Dearing was being treated in 
the emergency room when he 
apparently suffered a heart attack 
and could not be revived, accord- 
ing to a KSP news release. 

Officials said Dearing appar- 
ently had no prior medical his- 
tory and a small knot was found 
on the right side of his head along 
with a bruise on the small of his 
back. 

An autopsy was later per- 
formed by the state Medical 
Examiner’s Office in Frankfort 
and Dearing’ s death remains un- 
der investigation by Trooper Jeff 
Crase. 

Cattlemen’s Beef 
Short Course starts 

The 10th Annual Eastern Re- 
gion Cattlemen’s Short Course 
began this week. The UK Short 
Course is a series of three meet- 
ings designed to provide cattle 
producers with the latest infor- 
mation about the industry and 
cattle production. 

Menifee County is hosting the 
event this year at the Menifee 
County High School on Tues- 
days. The next meetings are will 
be April 21 and 28. The pro- 
grams are from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Topics include general pasture 
management, weed control and 
identification, dealing with in- 
creased input costs, economic de- 
cision making, assessing the end 
product and marketing. 

For additional information, 
directions, or a copy of the pro- 
gram, call 743-3292. 



Kristi Gossett has resigned at 
Family Court Judge for the 37th 
Judicial District of Morgan, 
Elliott, and Carter counties, ef- 
fective May 22. 

In her letter of resignation, 
Judge Gossett said that after 
seven years on the bench, she has 
determined that she needs to 
spend more time with her fam- 
ily. 

A judicial nominating com- 
mission comprised of the Chief 
Justice of the state Supreme 
Court, two attorneys (selected by 
attorneys from the 37th Judicial 
District), and four citizen mem- 



bers (two Democrats and two 
Republicans who must be resi- 
dents of the district) will meet 
and select three nominees for the 
position. The names of the nomi- 
nees will then be submitted to the 
governor, who will have 60 days 
to make the appointment. 

Following is a statement by 
Juydge Gossett addressed to the 
citizens of Carter, Elliott and 
Morgan counties released to the 
press last Friday: 

To the Citizens of Carter, 

Elliott and Morgan Counties: 

I have tendered my resigna- 
See RESIGNATION Page 4 



The Morgan County Board of 
Education selected local candi- 
date Deatrah Barnett as the new 
superintendent of schools on Sat- 
urday, April 11, by a 4-1 vote. 

Barnett, who has served as as- 
sistant superintendent of Morgan 
County schools since 2007, will 
fill the vacancy that will be cre- 
ated by the retirement of Supt. 
Joe Dan Gold on June 30. 

Board member Ralph Smith’s 
motion to name Barnett superin- 
tendent and negotiate her con- 
tract in previously discussed 
terms was seconded by board 
member Brian Lindon. The vote 
went as follows: 

• Yes - Ralph Smith, Brian 
Lindon, Patty Hutchinson and 
Jim Nunnery. 

• No - Marshall Jenkins. 

Board Chairman Patty 

Huthinson said Barnett has ver- 
bally accepted a two-year con- 
tract at a salary of $85,000 a year. 
Hutchinson said the contract will 
be formally signed next week 
upon the return to work of board 
attorney Gary Conn, who is re- 
covering from complications 
from recent heart surgery. 

“Being born, raised, educated 
and now employed in this dis- 
trict, I have a deep desire to see 
Morgan County rise to the top of 
the state in education and oppor- 
tunities offered to our students,” 
Barnett said. “Having three sons 
who are also graduates of this 
school system, I know how im- 
portant it is to produce students 
not only with the ability and 
skills to succeed, but also with 
the attitude that they can do 



Cleaning up for PRIDE 

Boy Scout Troop 1 09 participated in a local PRIDE event on April 
4. The Troop cleared road-side litter along Open Fork Road in 
Morgan County, near Paintsville Lake. This provided all mem- 
bers of the troop an opportunity to earn their PRIDE patch. The 
Troop worked on this project in conjunction with Morgan County 
Government and the Morgan County Kiwanis Club. The troop 
extends its thanks to the county for providing lunch and the 
Kiwanis Club for all of its support. Any boys interested in joining 
Scouts may contact Lyle Walter at 743-2701 or Shannon Elam at 
743-4648. Lyle Walter (Scoutmaster), Scouts who participated 
(above) included Kerrick Walter, Tylor Wright, Earnest Keeton, 
Matthew Workman, Marcus Keeton, and Danny McKenzie (Com- 
mittee Member). 



Deatrah Barnett 

whatever they want. 

“I look forward to working 
with our leadership team, teach- 
ers, students, parents, community 
and board to develop our vision 
and focus on our goal of making 
Morgan County’s students suc- 
cessful in the classroom and in 
life. We have the potential to be 
the best school system; now we 
must take action to make it hap- 
pen.” 

Barnett started her educa- 
tional career in Johnson County 
in 1984 as an elementary school 
teacher. Since then, she has 
taught 12 years in the Magoffin 
County school system, and was 
assistant principal at Morgan 
County Middle School for a year 
and a half before going to Wolfe 
County, where she served as as- 
sistant principal at Wolfe County 
High School and as assistant su- 
perintendent for eight years. 

Barnett is a 1979 graduate of 
Morgan County High School. 

See BARNETT Page 4 



Commission on 
Women director 
to speak here 

Eleanor Jordan, Executive 
Director of the Commission on 
Women, will speak at the Mor- 
gan County InterAgency Coun- 
cil meeting next Tuesday, April 
21, at 10:00 a.m. in the MSU 
Extended Campus in West Lib- 
erty. 

The public is invited. 

Jordan, who was appointed in 
2008 to head the Commission on 
Women by Gov. Stephen 
Beshear, became the only Afri- 
can American woman in the state 
House of Representatives when 
she was elected to Louisville’s 
44th legislative district seat, serv- 
ing from 1996- 2000. 

As a legislator she supported 
and was instrumental in the pas- 
sage of legislation involving pay 
equity, women’s health, and early 
childhood reforms. She has 
served on the Kentucky Commis- 
sion on Women, the Elder Abuse 
Commission, the Jefferson 
County Domestic Violence Pre- 
vention Coordinating Council, 
the Library Commission, and the 
Community Coordinated Child 
Care Advisory Council and the 
Kentucky Association of Sexual 
Assault Programs. 

The Kentucky Commission 
on Women staff maintains and 
provides upon request up-to-date 
information about a variety of 
issues affecting women. KCW 
assists women who call seeking 
information about where to go 
for services available to them in 
Kentucky. 

The local InterAgency Coun- 
cil extends an invitation to the 
public to attend Mrs. Jordan’s 
presentation. 

Charity trail ride 
this Saturday at 
Murder Branch 

Morgan County Saddle Club 
and Licking River Riders Drill 
Team will be hosting a Charity 
Trail Ride for St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital on Saturday, April 18. 
Registration will begin at 10 a.m. 
The ride will start promptly at 1 1 
a.m., at Murder Branch Trail off 
Rt. 1274 in Menifee County, just 
above Longbow Boat Dock. 

A tax deductible contribution 
of $5 per rider or $10 per family 
would be appreciated. Make 
checks payable to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital. 

Parking is available on Rt. 
1274, in the field directly across 
from Ross Grocery. 

Trail leaders will be from the 
Morgan County Saddle Club and 
Drill Team. Sack lunchs and 
bottled water will be provided 
for participants. 
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UIHED: Saturday, April 18th from 

9:00 a.m. - ???? 

WHERE: Parking lot next to 

Old Post Office 



All proceeds to benefit Relay for Life! 




Located Inside 
Cougar Corner 



743-3054 



SUNDAYS ONLY ^ 

18” Monster Pizza 

w/Thin Crust & Unlimited Toppings 



£ 1/2 

Price 






HOURS: 

mon.-Thurs. 1 1 :00 a.m.-l 0:00 p.m. 
Fri.-Sat. 1 1 :00 a.m.-l 1 :00 p.m. 
Sun. 12:00 11oon-9:00 p.m. 




2005 GMC Envoy 



SLT, 4x4, Leather, Moonroof, 
XM Radio, Onstar, 56,000 Miles, 
Just Off GMAC Lease 

* 15 , 500 °° 



Morgan Tire Center, Inc. 



VISA 



1592 West Main Street 
West Liberty, Kentucky 

Phone: 606/743-7350 Or 606/743-4663 



McKenzie 



SRBFWiSE 



Prices Good April 14 Thru April 20 

12 Pack, 12 Oz. Cans 3/ 4 T 1 00 

Pepsi Products .. *±± 

6 Pack, 12 Oz. Cans <fc p QQ 

Pepsi Products ' *3 

1 Gallon $069 

2% Milk 

Red, Black Or White £ | Q0 

Seedless Grapes * X Lb. 

Fresh $ 1 59 

Ground Beef J- Lb. 

(Bone-In) Goldkist Split dj m IQ 

Chicken Breast ' J L b. 



Open Mon.-Fri. 7-8 — Sat. 8-8 — Sun. 9-6 

261 COURT ST. » WEST LIBERTY, KY. 
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Teachers of the Month at MCMS 

The Morgan County Middle School Teacher of the Month for January is Mrs. Sabrina Back) at left). 
Mrs. Back is one of our 6th Grade Language Arts teachers and is loved by all. She is an excellent 
Teacher. The Morgan County Middle School Teacher of the Month for March is Jason Johnson (at 
right). Mr. Johnson is the MCMS Music Teacher and does a great job with our students, and is also 
loved by everyone. Theresa Williams was the Teacher of The Month for February. Her article was 
in the paper last month. Morgan County Middle School has some of the best teachers in the field 
and we feel very lucky to have them. Our teachers are pictured with Mrs. Esther Cain, MCMS PTO 
President. The PTO council makes Teacher of the month possible through student nominations 
and donations from our local businesses. Thanks, Esther, for all you do. 



MCHS students and staff give 104 
pints of blood at school drawing 



On April 1, the Morgan 
County High School National 
Honor Society held the spring 
blood drive at MCHS for students 
and staff. The previous blood 
drive, held in the fall of 2008, saw 
120 registered donors. This 
spring’s blood drive saw 127 reg- 
istered donors and 104 good pints 
of blood drawn. The National 
Honor Society and its sponsors 
would like to the thank the fol- 
lowing participants who regis- 
tered to donate: 

Elizabeth Cantrell, McKenna 
Conley, Nikki Bailey, Steven 
Wallace, Leslie Eagle, Justin 



Evans, Dustin Howard, Bill 
Conley, Shelby Conley, Brittany 
Fulkerson, Kevin Ferguson, Cody 
Harper, Audriana Thornsbury, 
Lora Nickell, Caitlin Lumpkins, 
Danielle Dunn, Carla Benny, 
Krysta Patterson; 

Mason Williams, Lisa Adkins, 
John Stacy, Steven Tyree, David 
Wright, Patricia Sharp, Robert 
Young, Kara Lewis, Amber 
Alfrey, Brittney Slone, Nathan 
Cantrell, Adam Gevedon, Brit- 
tany Perkins, Angelica Hensley, 
Ashley Blankenship, Courtney 
Litteral, Tiffany Halley; 

Andrew Cantrell, Dustin Wil- 



liams, Nathan Cooper, Garry 
Harper, Cody Barker, Jordan 
Whitaker, Cody Risner, Keisha 
Kidd, Shawn Cooper, Brody 
Owens, Shane Davis, Jeremy 
Purvis, Shonda Gamble, Alyssa 
Elam, Meghan Howard, Brian 
Owens, Tyler Carter, Cory 
Harper, Talia Holbrook; 

Sabrina Gibson, Alexandra 
Carty, Linwood Purnell, Rayla 
Francis, Melissa Lykins, 
Carolann George, Hilary Stacy, 
Joseph Osborne, Samantha 
Carroll, Olivia Akers, Rebecca 
Elam, Jacob Wright, Jason 
Vanhoose, Courtney Moore, 
Tessa Fugett, Casey Jenkins, Wil- 
liam Gevedon; 

Casey Cantrell, Cody Brown, 
Rebecca Ball, Jeremy Watts, Tif- 
fany Cantrell, Cody Hutchinson, 
Cameron Adkins, Emily Nickell, 
Emily Kelsey, Charles Easterling, 
Marjorie Ratliff, Trista Preece, 
Courtney Wright, Lindsey Pack, 
Jordan Cade, Justin Cornett, 
Joshua Wright; 

James Ward, Ryan Wilder, 
Adam Cooper, Darren Keeton, 
Cassandra Taulbee, Xavier 
Hanson, Robert Armstrong, Joel 
Nickell, Autumn Ferguson, Chris- 
topher Lacy, Amber Sparks, 
Miranda Farmer, Karen Miller, 
Tara Smith, Joshua McMahan; 

Abigail Patrick, Jared Curd, 
Amanda Bartlett, Krystal 
Scarberry, Ollie Peyton, Rex 
Horton, Whitney Lewis, Gerald 
Wagoner, Matthew Price, Patrick 
Oldham; 

Brianne Adkins, Dianna Will- 
iams, Peggy Huff, Donnie 
Keeton, Felicia Keeton, Keista 
Davis, Aaron Tanner, Cody 
Howell, Keisha Howard, Ryan 
Callahan, Jacob Rose, Alexandra 
Slone, John Lewis and Whitley 
Brooks. 

We encourage everyone to do- 
nate again in the upcoming fall of 
2009 blood drive! 
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Robert Louis Stevenson was 
bedridden with consumption. 
But his disease didn’t make him 
despondent. 

One day he was coughing 
badly. His wife said, “Do you 
still believe it’s a wonderful 
day?” 

“I do,” he said, as he lookd 
out of the window. “I’ll not al- 
low a row of medicine bottles to 
block my horizon.” 

Unbelief puts circumstances 
between itself and the Lord. But 
faith puts the Lord between it- 
self and cirumstances. It turns 
trials into triumphs. 

The Psalmist said, “I lift up 
my eyes to the hills - where does 
my help come from? My help 
comes from the Lord, the Maker 
of heaven and earth.” 



CONGRATULATIONS 



Sharina Blevins 
and 

Daniel Ferguson 




Registered At: 



The Gift Gallery 

631 Main Street 
West Liberty, Ky. 

( 6061 743-1416 
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New Selection 
Of 

Life Is Good 

The Nostalgic Store 

Melendezs Dept Start 

551 Main Street • West Liberty 

| (606) 743-3642 






WEST LIBERTY 
OUTERUIEDR 



Sale-Sale-Sale 

April 10 - April 18 




All Outerwear & 
Winter Apparel 

640 Main Street 
West Liberty, KY 

743-9031 

Monday-Friday (9-6) 
Saturday (9-4) 




If you have been dreaming of a new 
kitchen, now is die time to get a low rate 
on your home improvement project 



call or come in nnD 
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Main Street 
West Liberty, KY 

606 - 743-3195 



‘ Where Friendliness Prevails 



Member 

FDIC 
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Congratulations to the winners of the 2009 Mountain Telephone 
Easter Egg Decorating Contest! We had a large number of en- 
tries from Elliott, Menifee, Morgan & Wolfe Counties, It was ex- 
tremely hard to choose only three winning eggs when all of our 
young people are so talented. Thanks for participating from 
Mountain Telephone. 

K-1 st: 1st place- Evelyn Brown, Botts Elem ./ Menifee Co. 

2nd place- Jada Hall, Menifee Elem./ Menifee Co. 

3rd place- Jena Damron, West Liberty Elem./ Morgan Co. 
2nd-3rd- 1st place- Mahayla Parks, Rogers Elem./ Wolfe Co. 

2nd place- Kaitlin Moore, Sandy Hook Elem./ Elliott Co. 

3rd place- Kaitlin Rose, Rogers Elem./ Wolfe Co. 

4th-5th- 1st place- Brian na Simpson, Menifee Elem./ Menifee Co. 
2nd place- Allison Akers, Morgan Central/ Morgan Co. 

3rd place- Bryson Nickell, Sandy Hook Elem./ Elliott Co. 




1st Place Winners left to right Evelyn Brawn. Menilee County; Mahayla 
Pa i‘k s. W ol te ( Yun ty ; an d B ri ami a Si tnp son } M eivi fee ( Yu i ity 




Don't forget the Moun- 
tain Telephone Directory 
Photo Contest! 




M feto His 



We're accepting photos now 
through June 1st. ONLY 2 EN- 
TRIES PER PERSON, PLEASE. 
See details on rules, guidelines, 
& entry forms on 
www.mrtc.com or stop by our 
office to pick up a copy. 



Everything you need for 

only $12.95 per mo. 




Mountain Telephone 
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To mark 

50th anniversary 

Harold and Henrietta Wells 
McKinney, of West Liberty, will 
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary 
of their wedding with a recep- 
tion Saturday, April 25, 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m., at the Morgan County 
Community Center. They are 
pictured at right on their wed- 
ding day when the Rev. Glen 
Lawson married them on April 
24, 1 959, and the above picture 
is shown above. All friends and 
relatives are invited to the re- 
ception. No gifts requested. 

C-4-1 6-2t pd. 




Emily Kemp guest speaker at 
Margaret Stacy Circle meeting 



The Margaret Stacy Circle of 
the United Methodist Church 
met on Tuesday, April 7, at the 
church. 

Lori Keeton welcomed every- 
one to the meeting and intro- 
duced our guest speaker, Emily 
Kemp, to everyone. 

Jeanene Jett had the devotion. 
She read a very inspiring story 
about Easter. 

The program was then given 
by Emily Kemp, who is the as- 
sistant director at Aldersgate 



Camp and Lodge. She explained 
to us all the things that are avail- 
able at Aldersgate Camp and she 
said that everything is God cen- 
tered there. They have retreats 
and camping and hiking and all 
sorts of activities for every age 
and at the end of the day every- 
one meets around the campfire 
and sing songs and worship. 
They have facilities for everyone 
from the lodge to nice rooms or 
for RVs, or a place for tents. 
Emily said if you come to camp 



Mr. Nickell, Miss Clark set 
to exchange vows on May 9 




Jhan Nickell & Angela Clark 



It is with joy that Jhan Nickell 
and Angela Clark announce their 
wedding 3 p.m. Saturday, May 
9, 2009, at Urbancrest Baptist 
Church in Lebanon, Ohio. 

Angela Clark, of Louisville, 
Ky., is a healthcare consultant 
with CSC. She is the daughter/ 
stepdaughter of Patrick and 
Linda Clark, of Harrodsburg, Ky. 

Jhan Nickell, of Lebanon, 



Ohio, is a data center technician 
at CBTS. He is the son of Jimmie 
and Linda Nickell, of Lebanon, 
Ohio. He is the grandson of 
Wendell and Thelma Bradley, of 
West Liberty, Ky., and Arlie and 
Bonnie Nickell, of West Liberty, 
Ky. 

The couple will reside in 
Lebanon, Ohio. 



it will change your life because 
all the staff are there to lead you 
to Christ. 

The camp starts in June and 
they have all different age groups 
so if anyone is interested in tak- 
ing a group or just go alone to 
meditate you can call (606) 723- 
5078. 

Emily had brought a portable 
campfire so we sang songs around 
the campfire and she said a 
prayer. It was a very interesting 
program. 

We then had refreshments that 
Jeanene Jett and Brenda Smith 
had prepared. 

We had a short business meet- 
ing in which we discussed the 
consignment sale, the Mother- 
Daughter banquet, and the chair 
coverings. 

Kathy Walter said the closing 
prayer and the meeting ended. 

Those attending the meeting 
were our guest speaker from 
Aldersgate, Emily Kemp, Lori 
Keeton and Carolina, Jeanene 
Jett, Ken Jett, Brenda Smith, Pam 
Rose, Lois Smith, Kathy Walter, 
Judy Elam, Jonell Tobin, Cade 
Frederick, Sandra Frederick, 



Helen Pennington, Karen 
Medendorp, Sallie May, Peggy 
Weddington, and Barbara Ison. 

Remember to be thankful in all 
circumstances because God is 
with us always. 

SENIOR CITIZENS MENU 

Monday, April 20--Baked 
ham, sweet potatoes, blackeyed 
peas, wheat bread, mandarin or- 
anges, milk. 

Tuesday, April 21— country 
fried steak, lima beans, cooked 
cabbage, carrots, wheat roll, ba- 
nana, milk. 

Wednesday, April 22— Beef 
roast/gravy, mashed potatoes, 
carrots, wheat roll, banana, milk. 

Thursday, April 23— Barbecue 
chicken, buttered corn, green 
beans, wheat bread, pineapple 
chunks, milk. 

Friday— No meals. 

WORDS OF WISDOM 

A kind heart is a fountain of 
gladness, making everything in its 
vicinity freshen into smiles. 

- Washington Irving 
Writer 
1783-1859 



Miss Robbins, Mr. Peak 
announce engagement 







Thomas Peak and Jessica N. Robbins 



Thomas Peak and Jessica N. 
Robbins are happy to announce 
their engagement and forthcom- 
ing marriage. 

Thomas is the 28 year old son 
of Alice Caudill and David 
Haney, of West Liberty, Ken- 
tucky. He is a 1999 graduate of 
Morgan County High School and 
is currently a member of the In- 
ternational Union of Operating 



Engineers Local 181. 

Jessica is the 26 year old 
daughter of George and Clarinda 
“Jeannie” Robbins, of West Lib- 
erty. She is a 2001 graduate of 
Morgan County High School and 
a 2005 graduate of Morehead 
State University. She is currently 
employed by AmeriCorps at East 
Valley Elementary. 

(pd) 




Singing Cookes in concert 
at Assembly Of Faith Church 

The Singing Cookes, of Kingsport, Tennessee, will be in concert 
at Assembly Of Faith Church on Saturday, April 18, beginning at 7 
p.m. The church is located at 5578 Highway 51 9, West Liberty. 
The pastor, Bro. Harold Davis, and congregation extend an invita- 
tion to all to attend. 



2009 Kiwanis/West Liberty 

Tourism 




Car And East Kentucky 
Tractor Show 



MAIN STREET ■ JUNE 13 

NO JUDGE SHOW 

\ 

— $10.00 ENTRY FEE — 

Chance To Win Hundreds Of Dollars 
— DASHBOARD PLAQUES — 
(First 100 Entries ) 
Concessions, DJ And Live Music 

Come To Beautiful West Liberty 
And Spend The Day With Us 
You Will Be Glad You Did! 

C-4-1 6-1 T 



UISIT PEYT0IVS PHflRIllflCY GIFT SHOP 
UIHILE WE FILL YOUR PRESCRIPTION 




GIFTUIHRE 

Weekly: 




Hurricane Candle 
Warmer Lantern 
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Remember, we offer layaway, gift certificates and free gift wrap! 
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PEYTOIl’S PHflRIllflCY 



Gooo 

3 jj Njksmbob 
Pharmacy 




414 Main Street • West Liberty, Ky. 

606-743-31 63 



We accept most insurance & prescriptions card plans 

M-F 8-6:30 • Sat 8-5:00 • After Hour Emergency 743-3510 or 743-2977 







